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Conclusions

Scientific Integrity and Political Conflict:
Are they Compatible?

Answer: Yes, but. ..

1. We maintain integrity through
engagement, not distance

2. Ultimately, the expert community must
exercise leadership to ensure integrity
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Overview

» « Institutions matter

- Institutionalization is no guarantee of success or
protection from politics

- Ultimately, we must take care of the integrity of
our work
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Case of "Hurricane” Sandy
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$20-50 billion in total damage
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The “hurricane deductible”

A $100,000 loss

For a “"normal”

storm the

homeowner

pays the first

$2,000 in losses

— For a “hurricane”

The “deductible” the homeowner
pays the first

Insurance $25,000 in losses

covers the rest —
The “deductible”

$25,000 Insurance covers
the rest
$2,000 m—
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From a “hurricane” to a “"post-tropical” storm

Jacksonville.com

PRSIV

New Ygrk City

One hour before ™" .. o A $20 billion++
landfall the US feRty T decision!!

National Hurricane . g
Center defined ; i
| Sandy as a

“post-tropical
- storm”

Bahamas

bo_Rojo Cabo Sar: Antonio
Holguin,G_uanmnamo

Veracruz Camp_eche

| . Jamaica < “u. Isla:Saona

Belize City ; c Antigua/Barbuda
Salina Gruzs
S 11 AM Mon Oct 22

SIPER c e & Barbados

Blueﬂelds ~‘;“ g

Tue Oct 30 2012 11: 15 AM EDT Barranquila Caracas U

T
cenrengiron VI ZZ8 Colorado

POLICY RESEARCH CIRES




Science in decision making

Find a Job | M&5 Wine | Our Papers | Feedback Tuesday, N

WaitlOnline

Home | U.K. Home BJ/EIVER Sport | U.S. Showbiz | Femail | Health | Science | Money | Rig

News Home | Arts | Headlines | Pictures | Most read | News Board

Insurers will have to pay out billions of
dollars more after Sandy is downgraded
from hurricane to post-tropical cyclone

» Insurance companies are contesting the decision to change Sandy's status
» Some jurisdictions have already said hurricane deductions are invalid

By RIK SHARMA

PUBLISHED: 07:328 EST, & November 2012 | UPDATED: 08:42 EST, @ November 2012

2 comments (5)| & Share g «1 |/ 2 W Tweet 'S ElLik= | 46

Insurers could be hit for billions of dollars more than expected after superstorm Sandy was labelled a
post-tropical cyclone rather than a hurricane.

Lowering the classification means the insurance providers have to pay more of the costs towards
rebuilding the parts of New York and Mew Jersey which were damaged.

Had Sandy been given hurricane status homeowners would have needed to contribute more towards
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Science as politics

e |

\ State or NEwW JERSEY
) GoveErRNOR Curis CHRISTIE

mm Administration NJ's Priorities Contact Us

Search 4 ol

Press Releases Public Addresses Executive Orders Press Kit Reporis

Home = Newsroom = Press Releases =2012

Christie Administration Takes Action to Protect Storm-

Impacted New Jersey Homeowners from Higher Insurance
Deductibles

Friday, November 2, 2012 e Tags: Executive Orders

1. In light of the National Weather Service’s
categorization of Sandy as a post-tropical storm, it shall be a

violation of N.J.A.C. 11:2-42.7 for any insurer to apply a

mandatory or optional hurricane deductible to the payment of

claims for property damage attributable to Sandy.
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A Senator gets involved . ..

>~ THEAHILL

hmpaign 2012 | Business & Lobbying | Opinion | Capital Living | Jobs | Video | Gossip: In The K
| Hillicon Valley | (¥AY(: | Ballot Box | On The Money | Healthwatch | Floor Action | Transportation | DEFCON Hill |

E2 Wire

THE HILL'S Energy & Environment Blog

Schumer urges weather agency to keep =convenr

Sandy labeled a tropical storm :E;’I:E
By Zack Colman - 11/11/12 04:23 PM ET Rbelid

& SHARE
W Tweet 76 EiLke 174 E)Send g+ 1

Sen. Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) is urging the federal weather agency to avoid

labeling Superstorm Sandy a hurricane because doing so would raise insurance
deductibles.

Schumer sent a letter Sunday to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) and insurance companies warning that classifying
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Will Sandy be included in NOAA/NHC hurricane damage?

Normalized US Hurricane Damage 1900-2012

| $200,000,000,000
Sources: ICAT, Pielke et al. 2008, Moody’s
| $180,000,000,000 http://rogerpielkejr.blogspot.com
1 Nov 2012
| $160,000,000,000
$140,000,000,000
| $120,000,000,000
$100,000,000,000

$80,000,000,000

$60,000,000,000
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$20,000,000,000

50

Ll Y |
CENTER @ _FOR IJ'I."”TI
sCIENCE O TECHNOLOGY
POLICY RESEARCH

Colorado slide 11

ety of Colorsdo s B



Examples of best practices

« Conflict of interest guidelines
Rigorous handling of uncertainties

Explicit engagement of
alternative views

Formal elicitation of decision
makers e

Complete data and method
transparency

Public engagement

Explicit consideration of
policy options

Research on science for

policy and policy for science
Decision process evaluation W 2o = BfR

|
a n d deslg n Risiken orsennen = Gesuniheit schilzen
Ll XS h
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Overview

Institutions matter
Institutionalization is no guarantee of success or
protection from politics

« Ultimately, we must take care of the integrity of
our work
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Red River Floods 1997 - Beware "messages”
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Mayor of E. Grand Forks: "I want one nhumber”
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All politicians have interests

Anders Fogh Rasmussen

Prime Minister of Denmark
March 2009

Science meeting in advance of
Copenhagen Climate Conference
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“But understand me
correctly; at the end of the
day, here in Copenhagen, we
have as politicians to make
the final decision... I need
your assistance to push this
process in the right
direction, and in that
respect, I need fixed targets
and certain figures, and not
too many considerations on
uncertainty and risk and
things like that.”
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The seductive appeal of the "message”

"That [next IPCC] report is going to scare the
wits out of everyone. I'm confident those
scientific findings will create new political
momentum.”

Yvo de Boer
Former head, UN FCCC
7 November 2012

IDCC -

VERNMENTAL PANEL O
climate chanee

"l?' "
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Predistortion? US Rep. Bill Foster (D-IA

-
W

ANEL
»

Businessman. Scientist. Independent Solutions.

Foster said that scientists should expect that the information that
they bring to the political process, such as through testimony
before congressional committees, will inevitably be "distorted" in
the political process.

He then raised what he called "a difficult ethical question” -- if a
scientist knows that their message will be distorted in the
political process, to what degree should s/he predistort their
message in hopes that what comes out the other end is a closer
approximation to reality?
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Case of L'Aquila Earthquake "Prediction”

v |
CENTER @ FOR I,l"Ll‘”h
sciENCE O TECHNOLOGY
POLICY RESEARCH

Z8 (olorado dlide 19



Overview

« Institutions matter
« Institutionalization is no guarantee of success or
protection from politics

Ultimately, we must take care of the integrity of
our work
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Clarifying choice for effective action

HONEST
BROKER

Making Sense of Sciencg in
Policy and Politics
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An Analogy: Where should we have dinner?
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An Analogy: Where should we have dinner?

THE

HONEST
BROKER

Making Sense of Science in
Policy and Politics:

Four Perspectives on
Answering this Question

Pure scientist
Science arbiter
Issue advocate

Honest broker of policy
alternatives
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Science Arbiter
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Reality Check — Science as a Political Arena

"The notion that scientific advisors can or do limit
themselves to addressing purely scientific issues, in
particular, seems fundamentally misconceived ... the
advisory process seems increasingly important as a
locus for negotiating scientific differences that have
political weight."

The
Sheila Jasanoff 1990 FI FT H
The Fifth Branch:
Science Advisors as Policymakers B R A N C H

Sheila Jasanaff
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The Linear Model: Keeping Separate Science and Decision Making

Secure Agreement on Facts —> Take Policy Action

Example — Drug Approval

Plan B — emergency contraception
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December 2011 inthe US ... A “"science” decision?

“Atlanticm

Wll'e A NETWORKING .T. " WORKING

POLITICS BUSINESS ENTERTAINMENT TECHNOLOGY | NATIONAL GLOB

Sebelius Overrules FDA on Allowing Teens
Access to the Morning-After Pill
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Issue Advocate

+You Search Images Maps Play Youlube News Mail

berlin mcdonalds

Google

. E3

ghafe” A

(¢ )

Get directions My places ™ G2

mcdonalds near Berlin. Germany 1

Q McDonald's Deutschland Inc. ~ e [&
Karl-Liebknecht-Str. 13, 10178 Berlin, T w & @
Germany harlotte ¥ -Nord
+49 30;'2415889 mcdonalds. de R b
%k krdr 7 reviews -
"Etwas klem - &y

I’U

McDonald's Restaurant ~
Hardenbergplatz 2-4, 10623 Berlin,
Germany
+49 30/2614733 -
2 reviews

"Immer wieder gut dort vorbeizuschauen, wenn man _

Ch3 oﬂefi:urg

mcdonalds. de

Documents Calendar More -
& “ Roger Pielke ~
ErRCRENIQU| ‘."ulk-;p.uk - seemrweeeas
%96 Schonholzer &
Reinickendorf 9 Heide Pankow Heinersdorf
o &

“,

7, 108 {; 3
4 | Traffic ‘
Volkspark edding Gewrlt'bn.nnen Wevssefz = nsc
2 o . .
2
w

Rehberge g
£ 2
% g
chtenber
Prenziauer Lcltenbe
Berg Lanc

Moabit . Volkspark Fennpfuhi
Fr

iedrichshain

) " Q

1 Jhteﬂberg

- 5
Mitte b3 1 i
Hansaviertel'  yiacarten 3 Friedrichshain i
Re 2 o 1
5 Bismarckstras! @ « 1

.
&

. . . " o
sich in der Tourigegend ..." - gype.com urg- Wslmersdorf V. : & Friggrichshain-Kreuzberg Rummelsburg
Halensee
® McDonald's ~ B e Alt-Treptow
g &
26rmany: [ 100 | Kreuzberg @ *
Trept:
Wiimersdorf Schoneberg 4 ‘La{:":’e'
L Newkdlin
n 1 Volkspark = Planterwald & pantecwald
hmargendorf B8 gduing Hasenhekle
g 1
Friedenau e
: f Tempethof-Schoneberg
e = mi Baumschulenweg Obey
| | 2 I @ EEX. (el orsten 87
[ENT| . Dahlem Map data @2012 GeoBasis-DEBKG (@2009), Google - Report a problem | X

= Colorado

Unewveesity of Colorsdo m Boubder

’'m lovin’ i

slide 28



What is the problem? Legitimacy

“We have learned that the
scientist-advocate, on either side
of such a debate, is likely to be
more advocate than scientist and
this has unfavorably altered the
public view of both the nature of
the scientific endeavor and the
personal attributes of scientists.”

Philip Handler 1976

Handler, P., 1976. Science and hope in science: a resource
for humankind. In: Proceedings of the National Academy
of Sciences Bicentennial Symposium, vol. 12.
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Honest Broker of Policy Alternatives
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Honest brokers of policy alternatives

BAHN

Cortact | Help | Stemap a a+ @a++ | [ Germany

V‘ | Erter query or search term ...

Home | Offers | Destinations | Services | Trains | Tourism | About DB Bahn

*xx N _~—©
Cle 5

Rail Saver fare Hotel Rent a car
finder

Travel all over Germany a whole
day long -for just 42 euros.

Information, prices, booking

| From stationsstop or location, street ...

|[#]

| ... to stationistop or location, street |

(® Single journey () Return journey
Mo, 16.04.12 <l E=]
[14:23 | [Z] @) Departure O arrival

Prefer fast connections [ Localtransport

il 7
- Regional ticket = Europa-Spezial <> Online-Ticket

G777 e RS,

Adutts Children 6-14  Children 0-5 yrs.
1 B 0V 0w
& [0 88l o Latest offers (411} P
1. Adutt o
[ no reduction v]
() Travel 2nd class () Travel 1st class k
- Further search options To and from the airport by train Looking to travel overnight?
- Reserve a seat without purchasing a ticket The aternative to domestic flights! Take the night train for a relaxing
[SreRuE—— Book your train ticket to and from any journey from Loncon to Munich from

Expedia.com
GRBITL ... ...
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- 4 Help and technical
support

Do you have any questions?

01305 - 996633

{phone charges apply)

= Al service numbers

> Worldwide Sales Offices

= Guided Tour to book an Online-
Ticket

* travelocity
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Overview

Institutions matter

Institutionalization is no guarantee of
protection from politics or success

3. Ultimately, we must take care of the integrity of
our work
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Conclusions

Scientific Integrity and Political Conflict:
Are they Compatible?

Answer: Yes, but. ..

1. We maintain integrity through
engagement, not distance

2. Ultimately, the expert community must
exercise leadership to ensure integrity
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Thank you!

m pielke@colorado.edu

m Papers etc. can be downloaded from:
http://sciencepolicy.colorado.edu

m Weblog: http://rogerpielkejr.blogspot.com/
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Perspectives and Reflections
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