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Science and technology 
are part of everybody’s life
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We accept the benefits –
we accept the risks

Well, do we?
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1929:
The dangers of 
sound film:
"It damages 
your hearing"
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2012:
The dangers of 
mobile phones
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“GMO-free” municipalities in Flanders, Belgium

Source: Guy van den Eede
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Estimated deaths 
per Terawatt hour

Percentage of world 
energy production

Source: www.susannahertrich.com

Risk perception and evidence 
are two different things
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Risk perception influences 
public opinion and, hence, 
behaviour of politicians
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Member States voting on EFSA scientific opinion

GMO approval

Source: EuropaBio, Approvals of GMOs 
in the European Union, Oct. 2011
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As a society we need to 
take risks to make progress
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Source: European Commission

If we don't take the risk, others will take it!
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We need in Europe a rational societal debate 
about the risks and rewards 
of new technologies

For this to happen, we need:

• Politicians who don’t cherry-pick just the science 
that suits their view of the world and who are 
transparent about their motivation if they choose to 
ignore the evidence

• Scientists who engage in public dialogue and 
communicate better

• Citizens who embrace science and are open to listen 
to the evidence

• Media who report in an unbiased manner and provide 
a platform for the exchange of opinions
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Communication is the key

• We need to communicate 
much more proactively –
otherwise lobby groups will 
fill the void

• We need to show empathy 
for public concerns and avoid 
being perceived as arrogant 
(”we know the truth“)

• We need to speak a language 
everybody understands
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Source: David Spiegelhalter

We need to communicate about risks 
by putting them into perspective
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Source: whatisnuclear.com

Radiation Doses in 
Perspective (in millirem)



BfR 10th Anniversary, Berlin, 20 Nov 2012

Source: whatisnuclear.com

Radiation Doses in 
Perspective (in millirem)
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Radiation Doses in 
Perspective (in millirem)
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Risk assessments play an 
important role because they 
help to reduce risks and 
enable us to put risk in 
relation with the reward
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Independent institutions like the BfR 
help us to assess risks in order to 
allow evidence-based decisions
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Herzlichen Glückwunsch!


