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OVERVIEW:
MED-VET-NET

Med-Vet-Net was officially launched on 1
September 2004. Comprising of 16 European
partners and over 300 scientists from multiple
disciplines, Med-Vet-Net will provide the ap-
propriate environment for these scientists to
share and enhance their knowledge and skills,
develop collaborative projects and present
joint research within and outside the network.

Why zoonoses research?

The European Union (EU) recently identified
23 zoonotic agents which must be moni-
tored by member states in both human and
animal populations. Traditionally, research on
zoonotic agents in Europe has been highly
fragmented, and so, in order to address this,
the EU 6th Framework Program has provided
financial support for five years to develop

a Network of Excellence for the Integrated
Research on the Prevention and Control of
Zoonoses.

Diseases transmissible from animals to
humans (zoonoses) are the cause of many

of our serious public health problems. In fact,
nearly two thirds of all known human patho-
gens are zoonotic. Zoonoses have always
represented a risk to humans, but recent
events such as Severe Acute Respiratory Syn-
drome (SARS), have demonstrated that these
risks are increasing and have the potential for
serious global consequences.

These changing risks are due to increasing
global travel, changes in livestock production
and trade, growing contact between man and
exotic animals, as well as shifts in human eat-
ing and food preparation habits. At the same
time, human populations are becoming more
susceptible while the organisms themselves
are mutating and becoming more virulent, and
developing new transmission routes.

Food supply is an increasingly global industry
and because many zoonotic agents are food-
borne or have reservoirs in livestock, the micro-
biological safety of food is now recognised as a
major public health concern for the EU.

WELCOME!

Hello, and welcome to the first official edition of Med-Vet-Net News.
Med-Vet-Net has has now been underway since 1 September, and initial
meetings between the institutes and scientists have already taken place.

This monthly newsletter aims to keep the network and interested parties
up-to-date with the news, scientific progress, past and upcoming events, and
various other communications within the Network.

Contributions and ideas are most welcome.
T look forward to working together with you all on this exciting project!

Integration activities

Med-Vet-Net is structured into three integra-
tion activities and four joint scientific activities
(thematic areas).

The Integration activities comprise of:

«‘Virtual Institute’ (Workpackage 1) — coor-
dinated by the French Food Safety Agency
(AFSSA), and is headed by Dr Andre Jestin.
This workpackage aims to develop an effec-
tive management structure with administrative
procedures, processes, reporting and review
to enable the smooth running of the Network.

’Strategic Scientific Integration’ (Workpack-
age 2) — lead by Professor Diane Newell of
the Veterinary Laboratory Agency (VLA). This
area will provide the platform for the coordi-
nation and integration of scientific skills and
expertise throughout the Network.

»‘Spreading Excellence’ (Workpackage 3) — is
the responsibility of the Society for Applied
Microbiology (SfAM), under the guidance

of Dr Peter Silley. This involves ‘spreading
the excellence of knowledge’ both within the
Network as well as externally. This includes
the formation of a Communications Unit who

Teresa Belcher
Med-Vet-Net Communications Director

will work on an internal website for scientists
to share news, achievements, and reports; an
external website with information for the public
and other stakeholders; a monthly newsletter;
fact sheets on zoonoses; and stories on the
Network’s research. Strategies for advising
our various stakeholders (politicians, media
journalists, consumers, general public) about
Med-Vet-Net will also be developed, and a
training and development program for ‘Scien-
tific Communicators’ within each Institute will
be established.

Scientific Activities

The Scientific Activities comprise the experts
appointed by each Partner institute. There
are four thematic areas which will be active
throughout the life of the project:

» Epidemiology

» Host-Microbe Interactions

* Detection & Control

* Risk Research

These then comprise research topics which
are timely, developing and contribute to the
overall research capacity of the network.
Workpackages are formed within these the-
matic areas and will run initially for 18 months.
The current workpackages are outline in the
diagram below.

WP1 - VIRTUAL INSTITUTE
WP2 - STRATEGIC SCIENTIFIC INTEGRATION

WP3 - SPREADING EXCELLENCE

HOST-MICROBE
INTERACTIONS

EPIDEMINOLOGY

DETECTION
AND CONTROL

RISK RESEARCH

WP4 - Development of a
linked molecular surveillance
database system for
foodborne infections
(PulseNet Europe)

WP5 - Molecular
Epidemiology of European
Bat Lyssaviruses

WP6 - Development and
Application of Geographical
Information Systems (GIS)

WP?7 - Pathogenesis of
verocytotoxin-producing
Escherichia coli infection:
a new paradigm for VTEC

WP8 - Identification of
molecular markers of
pathogenicity for
Campylobacter jejuni
(CAMPYNET )

WP9 - The human health
implication of emerging
resistance to beta-lactam
antibiotics

WP10 - Validation and
standardisation of PCR-
based methods for
detection and quantitative
risk assessment
(Food-PCR 2)

WP11 - Formation of a
European network for
risk assessment, detection
and control of trichinellosis
(TrichiNet)

WP12 - A European network

for the detection and
control of Cryptosporidium
(CryptNet)

WP13 - Integrating risk
assessment, epidemiology
and economics to
support decision
making in food safety

WP14 - Pre-harvest
Microbiological Risk
Assessment




ADMIN BUREAU
UPDATE

Network financial
management

The summer period
was dedicated to the
.. drafting and signing
, of the 14 Workpack-
age Contracts from
all participating part-
ners. It involved ob-
taining approximately
150 signatures. The
grant arrived last
week in the Afssa
Bank account. The
Administration Bu-
reau is now proceeding with the wire-transfer
administrative formalities.

Kick-off meeting — 21/22 of September in
Utrecht

The Kick-off meeting was jointly prepared by
RIVM in The Netherlands and the Admin-
istration Bureau. The meeting combined a
Governing Board, Co-ordinating Forum and
Advisory Panel meeting. Extra-curricular
activities organised by RIVM included a visit
to a musical box museum as well as a dinner
at a restaurant in a historical building. Thanks
to these very well organised events, a good
atmosphere amongst participants was estab-
lished which allowed the work of the Network
to start with a strong commitment from all.

B Strategic Scientific
4 Integration
The Strategic Sci-
entific Integration
of Med-Vet-Net is
implemented within
Workpackage 2 led
by Diane Newell.
This WP undertakes
the development and
monitoring of the joint
scientific research,
training and continu-
ous professional de-
velopment, internal network communications
and network external collaborations.

Meeting of Thematic Representatives

The joint scientific programme for Med-Vet-
Net started well with a meeting of the Themat-
ic Representatives (see recent events) from
all the partners to review the current status of
research in the four Thematic Areas: Epide-
miology, Host-Microbe Interaction, Detection
and Control and Risk Research. On the basis
of this information, a plan will be developed for
the scientific direction of the Network and this
plan will dictate the scientific workpackages to
be funded in the future. This plan has to be in
place soon so that the next joint programme
of activities can be presented to the EC in the
Annual Report next September. Therefore,
two more meetings (probably in Italy and Swe-
den) are anticipated in the next few months to
complete this.

The minutes of these three meetings will be
published on the Med-Vet-Net internal website
as soon as they are reviewed and validated by
the participants.

Budget flexibility

Following several requests from Workpack-
age leaders about the use of the budget, the
Administration Bureau has been asked to
define and propose procedures that will allow
flexibility in the budget, thus enabling optimal
functioning of the Network. A first procedure,
permitting the movement of money between
lines of the same Workpackage in the same
Institute has been submitted and was agreed
upon by the partners during the Kick-off meet-
ing. A second procedure allowing the adjust-
ment of the travel and subsistence budget line
is currently being prepared and will be soon
sent to the partners for validation.

Videoconference

As part of the remit of Workpackage 1, a study
for implementing videoconferencing systems
within the Network has commenced. It is
possible that Med-Vet-Net could benefit from
various existing funding opportunities. These
include an EFSA project applying only to the
National food safety agencies, a Specific Sup-
port Action programme that the Administration
Bureau would need to write a proposal for,
applying to all Med-Vet-Net partner Institutes,
as well as Med-Vet-Net proper funds. In order
to assess these opportunities, a meeting to
co-ordinate all efforts wihtin the Network is
planned for 1 December DFVF in Copenha-
gen, Denmark.

The Thematic Representatives Meeting raised
many important issues including:

» The requirement for Risk Research to deter-
mine the overall research direction

» The breadth and prioritization of zoonotic
disease agents to be dealt with

» The need for training in key areas like Epide-
miology and Risk Research

* The overlap across all Thematic Areas and
the need for integration of these

» The complexity of Host-Microbe Interac-
tions and the general lack of a clear common
understanding of the underpinning nature of
such fundamental research

These issues are now being addressed within
the various Thematic Groups and will form the
basis of future meetings.

Training Program

The training programme has also started well
with a management sub-committee elected,
chaired by Henrik Wegener (DFVF). The

first call for proposed workshop topics has
been made and a large number of proposals
received. The mechanisms for exchange visits
are currently being developed so keep an eye
on the website.

External Network Collaboration

Major progress has been made in developing
external network collaborations. Such collabo-
rations will extend our influence and expertise
worldwide and offer opportunities for joint
projects and scientific exchanges. Over the
next few months we will expand these external
contacts further and keep you informed but
one of the first collaborations was in response
to a direct contact from a similar Australian
network.

Contact lists

In collaboration with Workpackage 3, a
contact list of all participants in Med-Vet-Net
will soon be published on the private website.
With specific access rights, each member will
be able to have access to their own form in
order to update it when necessary.

Visit of the Communications Director at the
AFSSA

Teresa Belcher, the newly-appointed Med-Vet-
Net Communications Director, based at STAM,
visited AFSSA Head Quarters and met the
Co-ordinator’s Representative, the Administra-
tion Bureau, the legal unit and the Communi-
cation Officers on 19" October. It was a good
opportunity to introduce ourselves, to present
our work and duties, to share information,
co-ordinate our respective actions and to
enhance collaboration between Workpackage
1 and Workpackage 3.

Australian Collaboration

The Australian Biosecurity Cooperative Re-
search Centre for Emerging Infectious Diseas-
es (AB-CRC) was established in 2003 to build
national capacity for prevention, preparedness
and response to emerging infectious disease
threats such as foot-&-mouth disease, avian
influenza, SARS and other potential disease
emergencies.

This is a very similar network to Med-Vet-Net
and we have been in touch with key people to
discuss potential collaboration.

The AB-CRC has three integrated programs:
» Research Program - To develop more

cost effective tools and systems for disease
detection and surveillance, and to expand

our knowledge of the potential for emerging
disease threats to establish and spread within
Australia.

* Application & Linkage Program - To transfer
knowledge and technologies to the livestock,
animal health, public health, environmen-

tal and community sectors. To exploit the
commercial potential of tools and systems

for disease detection and surveillance, and
education and training products.

* Education & Training Program - To equip
researchers, professionals and members of
the community within Australia and the Asia-
Pacific region with appropriate knowledge and
skills for responding to emerging infectious
disease threats, in accordance with commu-
nity and industry needs and expectations.

For more information, visit the AB-CRC web-
site: http://www.abcrc.org.au/
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Peter Boriello:
Chairperson
Governing Board

the Free University of Herborn.

Christianne Bruschke is a scientist with knowledge of zoonotic dis-
eases, food safety, veterinary epidemiology, veterinary virology and im-
munology. She has a broad experience in the fields of animal health and
food safety & quality from different angles: as a veterinary practitioner, as
a researcher and as a policy officer of the national inspection service for
livestock and meat (RVV), and worked in these fields in the central and
eastern European countries.

Christianne completed her MSc and PhD in Veterinary Medicine at the
University of Utrecht. Her thesis was entitled “Pathogenesis and Vac-
cinology of BVDV Infections”. She worked as a veterinary surgeon before
becoming Head of the Bovine Virology Laboratory at ID-Lelystad in 1995.
In 2000, she took up the position of Director of Research Notifiable
Diseases and Pathology (division of infectious diseases) at ID-Lelysted.
During this time she was also Program leader of a research program
investigating the development of new techniques to control notifiable
diseases consisting of 12 research projects, which was conducted by

the Ministry of Agriculture, Nature Management and Food Quality. She

is presently Director of the infectious diseases division, Animal Sciences
Group (former ID-Lelystad).

Peter Boriello is a microbiology graduate and Fellow of University
College London. He has been Head of a Medical Research Council
Microbial Pathogenicity Research Unit working on pathogenicity of
bacterial infections, was founding Director of the Institute of Infections
and Immunity, University of Nottingham, and was appointed Director
of the PHLS Central Public Health Laboratory, which is the National
Centre for Reference Microbiology, in October 1995. Since 2003 he has
become an Executive Director of the Health Protection Agency (HPA)
in his capacity as Director of the Specialist and Reference Microbiology
Division, and is also Director of R&D for the HPA. His basic science
research has led to over 300 publications. He is Chairman of a number
of International and National learned societies and committees, and
on the Editorial Board of six scientific journals. He holds three chairs,
being a Special Professor of the University of Nottingham (microbial
pathogenicity), Visiting Professor at the London School of Hygiene and
Tropical Medicine (Microbiology) and Professor of Microbial Ecology at

Christianne
Bruschke: Vice-
Chairperson
Governing Board

8-10 Sept - The first MVN Thematic Meeting
held from 8-10 September at the Royal Hol-
loway College in Surrey, UK. Each institute
sent four representatives, and a total of 54
people attended. The delegates broke into
groups for each thematic area: Epidemiol-
ogy, Host-Microbe interaction, Detection &
Control, and Risk Research to define the
network scope for the next five years. The
meeting outputs included draft state-of-
the-art assessments and proposals for
current work plans for each thematic area.
This information will be worked on further,
and will form the basis of the science strat-
egy and work program for the next Joint
Program of Activity (JPA).

21-22 Sept - From 21-22 September, 2004, a
“Kick-off” Management Meeting took place
in Utrecht, The Netherlands. This involved
meetings of the Governing Board, the Advi-
sory Panel and the Coordinating Forum of
the Network. Professor Joost Ruitenberg
from the National Institute for Public Health
and the Environment (RIVM) in The Nether-
lands, gave a Keynote Lecture on “Public
health risks from emerging zoonotic dis-
eases”. During the meeting of the Govern-
ing Board, the election of a Chairperson
(Peter Boriello) and Deputy Chairperson
(Christianne Bruschke) took place.

13 Oct - On 13 October 2004, The Society
for Applied Microbiology (SfAM), together
with DTI Bioscience Unit sponsored a
PAWS evening ‘BioAlert — Behind the
Headlines’ which presented writers/pro-
ducers/directors with ideas of how to
microbiology can be portrayed in TV and
radio drama. Prof Diane Newell (VLA), Dr
David Rhodes (HPA), Dr Jim Robinson
(National Institute for Biological Control)
and Daniel Percival, (TV Producer — “Small-
pox 2002” and “Dirty War”) each gave a
presentation and discussed the challenges
of combating biological hazards.

14-15 Oct - Most of the Workpackages have
now held productive kick-off meetings to
discuss tasks for the 18 months ahead:

7 Sept, WP4, PulseNet Europe, Copenha-
gen

29 Sept, WP5, Lyssavirus, Amsterdam
14-15 Oct, WP12 (CrypNet), Rome

26-27 Oct, WP 13, Copenhagen

28-29 Oct, WP14, Copenhagen

11-12 Nov, WP 6, GIS, Copenhagen

Publicity / talks / appearances

Following the launch of Med-Vet-Net, we
have recevied some coverage in the news
media:

1 Sept — UK, BBC TV News

2 Sept — UK, Radio 4 — Farming Today
Interviews with Veterinary Times, and The
Scientist




26 Nov - An international symposium enti-
tled ‘Nematode parasites: genetic diversity,
virulence genes, diagnosis and control
methods’ will be held on 26 November 2004
at the AFSSA headquarters in Paris. This

is organised by the Joint Research Unit
BIPAR as part of the Research contracts
TRICHIPORSE (QLRT-2000-01156), NAS
extension (QLK1-CT-2002-02826) and
MedVetNet (Workpackage 11 : TRICHINET),
which are funded by the European Union
under the Fifth and Sixth Framework Pro-
grammes “Quality of Life and Management
of Living Resources (QoL)”. The symposi-
um is supported by the French Food safety
Agency (AFSSA), the National Institute for
Agricultural Research (INRA), the Na-
tional Veterinary School of Maisons-Alfort
(ENVA) and the French Parasitological
Society (SFP). More information contact
jc.gnanou@medvetnet.org

New EU Research Instruments

Med-Vet-Net is a Network of Excellence set up by the European Union. Networks of Excel-
lence (NoEs) aim to strengthen scientific and Technological excellence by integrating at
the European level the necessary resources and expertise to achieve European leadership
in the field.

Med-Vet-Net comprises of key European zoonoses medical and veterinary research
groups. It currently consists of 16 European partners from 10 countries (see map below).
Over 300 scientistis from multi-disciplines are involved, including medics, veterinarians,
epidemiologists, risk analysts, statisticians, immunologists, microbiologists, food scien-
tists and molecular genetists.
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30 Nov - The above meeting will be fol-
lowed by the TrichiNet Meeting (Work-
package 11) on 30 November, 2004, also
at AFSSA. More information contact
je.gnanou@medvetnet.org
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One to put in your diaries!
Med-Vet-Net Annual General Meeting

30 Jun — 1 July, 2005

The AGM will be held at King Alfred’s Col-
lege Winchester, UK

22-24 Nov - 2004 Australian Biosecurity
Cooperative Research Center for Emerg-
ing Infectious Diseases (AB-CRC) National
Workshop, Mooloolaba, Queensland,
Australia
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Danish Institute of Food and
Veterinary Research (DFVF)
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